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Rhodesia Government Notice Np. 225 of 1974,
[ACT 4/1959 (FEDERAL)

Research (Medical Research Council of Rhodesia) Notice, 1974

THE Minister of Health, in terms of subsection (1) of section
18 of the Research Act, 1959, hereby thakes the following
notice:—

1. This notice may be cited as the Research (Medical
Research Council of Rhodesia) Nolice, 1974.

2. With effect from lst July, 1974, the Medical Research

- Council of Rhodesia is hereby established to conduct such

research as is specified in the constitution prescribed in the
Schedule.

3. The constitulion of the Medical Research Council of

) Rhodesia shall be as prescribed in the Schedule.

. SCHEDULE (Section 3)
MEDICAL RESEARCH COUNCIL OF BHODESIA
CONSTITUTION ’
. PRELIMINARY

1, In this constitution—
“eouncil means the Medical Research Council of Rhodesia;

“financial year” means such period a5 the council, with~ the
approval of the Minister, may fix to be the financial year of

. the council; ,
“'Minister” means the Minister of Health:

ParTI '
MEDICAL RESEARCH COUHCIL OF RHODESIA
o Name of council
2 The name of the Council shall be the Medical Research Council
of Rhodesia,
Composition of council

3, (1) The council shall consist of not less than'ten and not more
than fourteen members appointed, subject to the provisions of this
section, by the Mi.nis!er.

(2) Of the members appointed in terms of subsection (1)}—

(a) - one shall be Lhe Secretary for Health;

(b) two shall be members of the Ministry of Health;
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'/(cl three shall be nominated by the Guncil-of the University of
N Rhodesia; .
~(d) two shall be nominated_ by the Rbodesia Medical Association;

v/ (e) one shall be nominated by the Rhodesia Association of Medical
v{ Aid Societies;
- [J

one shall be nominafed by the Insurance Association of
. Central Africa,

(g)  not more than [gur other members may be appointed by the
Minister exercising nis discretion.

. (3) The Minister shall designate one member of the Council as
chairman and another member as vice-chairman.

(4) The vicechairman shall act as the chairman during any period
that the chairman is unable 10 exercise his functions,

(3) The Minister may appoint a person to the council as an
alternate member 10 a member and such alternate member—

(2) shall act as a member only when a member to whom he is
alternate is unable (o exercise his functions on the Council by
reason of illness, absence from Rhodesia or other simi
cause, : :

(b) when acting as a member, shall exercise the functions and
powers and perform the duties of a member to whom be is°
alternate:

Provided that an alternate to the member who bas been
designated as chairman or vice-chairman of the council shall

not exercise the functions and powers or perform the duties of
chairman or vice-chairman, as the case may be.

Tenure and conditions of office of members of council

4 (1) A member shall, subject to the provisions of this part, hold
office for such period, being not less than two years and not more than
five years, as the Minister may fix on his appointment.

(2) Subject to the ﬁruvisinm of section eleven, a member shall
hold office on such conditions as the Minister may in bis case fix,

Disqualification for appointment as member

5. The M[ni:tr:r shall not appoinl’'a person as a member of the
council and no person shall be qualified 10 nold office as such a member
who—

(a) has in terms of a law in force in any country—

(i) been adjudged or otherwise declared insolvent or bankrupt
) and has not been rehabilitated or dischargeds or

(i) made an assigament to or arrangement or composition with
. his creditors which bas not been rescinded or set aside;

or
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(b) bas, within a period of fiv i i i

\ _ hve years immediately preceding ths
da.m o_t' h_ls proposed appoinlment, been convicte —-F ’
(1) within Rhodesia of a criminal offence;

(i) outside Rhodesin of an offence by whatever name called

which i committed within Rhodesi
eriminal offency, iedesia would have been a

:-?c? Is}.ﬁ::nu:ru:cd by a court to imprisonment for a term of six
alns or more without the option of a fine, whether or not

such sentence has been suspended. a |
pardon. P , and has not received a free

Vacation of office of member

6. A member shall vacate his office and his office shall become
vacant-— i

(a) one month after the date he gives notice in writing to the
Minister of his intention to resign his office or after the
expiration of such shorter period as he and the Minister may
agree; or .

(b) thirty days after the date he is sentenced by a court to imprison-
ment referred to in paragraph (b) of section five after conviction
of an offence referred to in that paragraph: |

Provided that if, during the said period of thirty days, an
application for a free pardon is made or an appeal is filed [
the question whether the member is to vacate his ofhce shall not .
be determined until the final disposal of such appliextion or
appeal, whereupon the member shall forthwith vacate bis
office and his office shall become vacant unless he is grantgd
a free pardon, his conviction is set aside, his sentence 1s
reduced to a term of imprisonment of less than six months or
a punishment other than imprisonment is substituted; or

(c) if he becomes disqualified in terms of paragraph (a) of section
five 1o hold office as a member; or -
(d) &f he is required in terms of section seven to vacate his office; or

i '« absent {rom three conseculive meetings o{ L]nr. Council
(©) lifh:vlllrich he has had notice, without the permission of the

council,

Minister may require member to vacale office or suspend him

7. (1) The Minister may require a member to vacate his office if the
Minisicr {s satisfied that the member— 3
(a) has been guilty of improper conduct as a member; or

. Iy with the conditions of his office fixed by
© ]11;: ﬁﬁ:ﬁtg ifamtl;?rgs o!f subsection (2) of section four; or

(c) is mentally or ph sically incapable of efficiently performing
C
his duties as a member. _ |

The Minister may suspend from office a mcn:;‘gcg;:gg}nﬁ h\fi‘l‘fr:
criminal proceedings aré instituted for an offence 1n resp
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sentence of imprisonment without the option of a fine may be imposed,
and whilst that member is so suspended he shail not carry out any duties
or be entitled 10 any remuncration as a member,

Filling of vacancies

8. On the death of or the vacation of office by a member of the
council the Minister may, subject to the provisions of subsection (2) of
section 3, appoint a person to fill the vacan? until the expiration of the
period during which the member would, but for his death or the vacation
of his office, have continued in office.

Meetings and procedure.of council

9. (1) The council shall meet for the dispatch of -bu.-.incss and -

adjourn, close and otherwise regulate its meetings and proceediogs as it
thinks fit.

(2) The chairman of the council may himself at any time and shall,
at'the request in writing of not less than two members, convene a special
meeting of the council,

(3) If.. at a meeting of the council, the chairmnn and the vice-
chairman are both absent the members present may elect one of their
number to preside at that meeting as chairman,

(4) Four members shall form a quorum at a meeting of the council.

(5) All acts, matters or things authorized or required to be done by
the council may be decided by a majority vote at a meeting of the counal
at which a quorum is present, : :

(6) At all meetings of the council each member present shall have
one vole on a question before the council and, in the event of an equality

of votes, the chairman shall have, in addition to a deliberative vote, a
casting vote.

Commiitees of council

10. (I) For the proper exercise of its powers and functions the
council—- :
(a) shal) cstablish an Executive Committee, the function of which
?Il:gnsl! be to exercise any powers of the council between meet-
Provided that— - '

(i) the Executive Commiltee shall not, save in so far as the
council otherwise directs, have power to set aside or vary
uny decision of the council;

(i) any action taken by the Exccutive Committee shall be

reviewed by the council at its meeting next after such
action is taken’

and
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(b) may establish such other committees as it considers to ‘be
necessary or desirable in which may be vested and on which

may be imposed such of the functions and powers of the’
council as the council may direct;

. Provided that the vesting or imposition of any such func-

tions and powers in a committee shall not thereby divest the .
councl of such functions and powers, and the council may

amend or withdraw any decision of any such committec in the

exercise of its functions and powers, '

. (2) The chairman of the council "or of a committee may at any -
time and at any place convene a mecting of that committee,

{3) The procedure of a committee shall be fixed by the council.

(4) On the establishment of a committee the council—

S) (a) shall appoint to that committee at least one member of the
council who shall be the chairman of the committee;

(b) may appoint to that commitice persons who are not members
of the council. . .

Remuneration and expenses of members of council or of a committee

11. (1) Subject to the provisions of subsection (2), a member or
alternative member of the council or of a committee of the council shall
be paid from the funds of the council— _

(a) such remuneration, if any, as the Minister may in his case
fix; and

{b) such allowance as the Minister may fix to meet ‘any reasonable
expenses incurred by him in connexion with the business of
the council or the committee, as the case may be.

\ ‘No remuneration or allowance shall be paid in terms of sub-
s.cctiuna%l) to a member or alternate member who is in the full-time

employment of the State. |

© Appointment of observers

ini 1 t a meet-
: The Minister may appoint persons to be observers a
ing c}r2 r&?:tings of the council or of a committee of.the council. [

i i bsection (1)

rson appointed as an observer in terms of subsec _

shall b:')cnﬁﬂgé to al&ﬁl such meetings of the council or comumittee, as |
the case may be, as may be required by t];nc Minister but shall not be

entitled—- _ : .
. (a) to take part in the proceedings at any such meeting unless
requested to do so; or - ‘

(b) to vote on a question before the ¢ouncil or committee, as the

case may be.

Validity of decisions and acts of council
' i der the authority
ision or act of the council or act done un e
of' lﬁca-coﬁ:cﬁ.ﬂ?hs;?] be invalid by reason only of the fact that
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(a) the council consisted of less than 'tﬁg' foinimum number of
members for which provision is made in subsection (1) of
section (hree; or ) _

a disqualified person acted as a member. 6f the council at the
time the decision was laken or the act was'done or authorized;

if the decision was taken or the act was done or authorized by a majority
vote of the persons who at the time were entitled to act as members.

Transaction of business of an urgent nature

: d a meeting of the coyncil for the '
transaction of business of an urgent nature the chairman _shall, after |
consulting such of the other members as is practical in the circumstances,
deal with the business himself, and as soon as may be thereafter give to

d extent of the urgency of the

the council full particulars of the nalure an
business, and the circumstances In which the urgency arosetand of the

action taken by him in the matter, |
& .- LY

14. If it is not practical to hol

. Execution of contracts and instruments by council

contract or instrument approved by the ~council
cuted on behalf of the council by any.person
rized by the council feor that

15. An apgreement,
may be entered inlo or execule
or persons generally or specially autho
purpose. e

ParT II o -

_ Financial provisions relating to funds of the council * e -

16. The funds of the council shall consist of— Pty

(a) such moneys or assets as may vest in or accrue to the counéd,
whether in the course of its operations or otherwise, including

 t _moneys raised by public subscription granted, bequested or,
..t .loaned to the council for the purpose of financing any medical
..+ .research project; and :

]

(b) such other moneys as may be payable to the council from,

moneys appropriated for the purpose by the Legislature.

= " Charges to revenue account of council and investment of moneys

< 7. (1) The council shall charge to its revenuc account all ‘charges
which in the normal conduct of business are regarded as proper 10 be
made to revenue -account and, in so docing, shall make in each financial
year proper provision {or-—-
(a) the depreciation or diminution in value of assets; and
(b) the payment of interest on and all other charges and expenses
incurred in connexion with leans; and
(c) the redemption of loans at due times to the extent that such
redemption exceeds provision for depreciation,

"(2) In charging to its revenue accou ich i
. nt all charges which in the
normal conduct of business are regarded as proper to be made to revenue
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account as provided in subsection (1), the council may also in each

financial year, make provision for meeting, in whole or in part, increases
in the cost of replacing assets.

(3) The council may invest on a temporary basis or place on
temporaty deposit funds not immediately required for the exercise of its

functions in such manner and on such terms as the Minister of Finance
may from time to time approve.

Accounts of council

18. (1) The council shall keep proper accounts and other records
relating thereto in respect of all its operations, undertakings and property,
including such particular accounts and records as the Minister may, direct.

(2) The council shall prepare and submit to the Minister a state-

ment of accounts in respect of each financial year or such other period
as the Minister may direct.

Appointment of auditors and audil of accounts of counci!

19, (1) The council shall appoint as auditors one or more persons
approved- by the Minister who are registered as public accountants under |
the Accountants Act [Chapter 206). :

(2) The.accounts of the council kept in terms of subsection (1)
of section-seventeen shall be examined by the auditors.

(3) The auditors shall make a report to the council and to the
Minister on the statement of accounts prepared in térms of subsection il
(2) of section seven/een and Such report shall state whether or not in their |
opinion the statement of accounts gives a true and fair view of the state .
of the financial affairs of the council.

(4) In addition to the report referred to in subsection (3), the
Minister may require the council to obtain from the auditors such other
reports, statements or explanations in connexion with the operations,
underiakings and property, of the council as the Minister may coasider

expedient.
(5) If, in the opinion of the auditors— . .
(a) they have not obtained the information and explanations they
require; or
(b) the accounts and records relating thereto have not been pro-
perly kept; or . ‘
(¢) the council has not complied with the provisions of this Part;

: . ' . - - - 3}‘.
tors shall include in the report made in terms of subsection (
gc{lla):lg.; ?ﬁi case may be, statements to this effect.

Powers of auditors

. shall be entitled at all reasonable times to r:.':quir.-:,
to hip. gg&cﬁd:;m:hem all accounts and other records relating tnireto
kept hg the council or its agents and (o require from any member or
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audit.
ParT IT1

FUNCTIONS, DUTIES AND POWERS OF COUNCIL
Functions and duties of council

21. The functions and dutices of the council shall be—

(a) to collect funds whether by public subscription or otherwise
for the promotion of medical research in Rhodesia;
(b) to keep under .review medical research in Rhodesia, with
particular “attention to the adequacy of such research for the
" needs of Rhodesia;
(6)- 1o promote all aspects of medical research, and ‘to ensure
maximum co-ordination between persons or authorities who
are undertaking or about to undertake any form of medical

(d) with the approval of the Minister, to carry out medical
research, :

Reports of council

.22 (1) The council shall submit to the Minister an annual report
reviewing medical research in Rhodesia during the year under review,

dﬁz} In addition to the rcponkin‘tcmu of subsection (1) the
L — .

(a) may submit to the Minister
may deem advisable; and

(b) shall submit to the Mi
require;

in connexion with the

such other reports as the council
nister such other reports as he may

s ) . the functions and duties or the operations of the
council or in relation ¢

' 0 any matter referred to in paragraph (a) or (b
of section rwenry-one, - paragraph (4) F)

(3) The Minister shall lay bef '
report submitted to him by the Lot s s g Coissembly a0 spinal

i council in terms of subsection (1) and ma
lay before the House of Assembly a report submitted to %uin by lhg
council in terms of paragraph (a) or (b) of subsection (2).

Powers of council

to thzclheg:rcphai?:? lﬂgsihe council shall be as specified in the Schedule

S Rh
upplement rz? ihe;) J;Zf;adcsia_(}avemment Gazette dated the 15th March,
« Frinted by the Governmen; Printer, Salisbury.
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